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Ferdinand I abdicated (December, 1848), and was succeeded by his eighteen-year-old nephew, Francis Joseph, The complexion of the new government and Nicholas's professed paternal affection for the young Austrian emperor helped to strengthen the fragile link uniting the courts of St. Petersburg and Vienna. By the end of 1848 the stage was set for Russian intervention in Hungary.
The Hungarian revolution broke out in March, 1848, simultaneously with that in Austria. Under the leadership of Louis Kossuth, it assumed the character of a struggle for national independence, complicated by the century-old feud between the Magyars, on the one hand, and the Croatians, Slovaks, and Rumanians, on the other. These tendencies precipitated a conflict between Budapest and Vienna, with the result that on October 3, 1848, N.S., the Austrian government declared war on Kossuth and his supporters. Ably assisted by a large number of Polish emigres, among them General Joseph Bern, who had fought against the Russians under Napoleon and in the Polish insurrection of 1830-1831, the Hungarians in spite of numerous reverses held their ground well. Austria, weakened by a year of revolutionary disturbances and involved in an onerous war in Italy, sought to restore her control over Hungary with the assistance of foreign troops. In March, 1849, Schwarzenberg, on the advice of Windisch-gratz, appealed to Russia for military help. Nicholas accepted at once, not only because of his devotion to legitimacy and his belief that the success of the Hungarian national movement was a threat to the Hapsburg Monarchy but also because he perceived in the establishment of an independent Hungary an immediate danger to Russia's Polish provinces and a menace to Russian influence in the Balkans. Moreover, early in 1849 a detachment of Russian troops had entered Transylvania at the request of a local Austrian commander and had suffered a humiliating defeat at the hands of Bern. There were the usual delays in setting the Russian military machine in motion. The main body of the Russian army under Paskevich crossed the Carpathians in June and invaded Hungary, while additional troops came from Wallachia and Bukovina. The total Russian effectives were estimated at 170,000 men with 576 field guns; the Austrian army in Hungary was approximately equal in numbers to that sent by Nicholas. Although the forces at the disposal of Kossuth were considerably smaller, the campaign proved arduous and costly. The Hungarians put up courageous resistance, and epidemics, due to the inadequate